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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1, 3-5, 7-8, 11, 14, 16, 18, 24, and 31 as follows. Please cancel 
claims 2, 9-10, 12-13, 15, 23, 25-30, 35-36, and 39-49. For the Examiner's convenience, all 
pending claims are reproduced below. 

1. (Currently amended) A method for searching an information repository, the 
repository characterized as a hierarchical object space, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

establishing a collection of shared content pointers, each shared content pointer 
corresponding to an objec t; 

receiving at least one subject query keyword; 

searching at least a portion of the collection of shared content pointers in 
accordance with the keyword query; ae4 

deriving at least one additional keyword from the collection, the additional 
keyword associated with the query keyword^ 

augmenting t he query with at the least one additional keyword derived from the 
collection; 

searching the information repository in accordance with the augmented query: 
retrieving a group of objects that match the augmented query; 
identifying a context within the group of objects; 

ordering the group of retrieved objects based a computed match with the 
context; and 

ordering the group of retrieved content pointers in a ranking order, the order 
determined by a weighted set of user metrics/ wherein the set of user metrics are chosen 
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LQup consisting of a Popularity r^c. a freq iiPnry of ^ 
access metric, an^ ft structurp m^/- 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[2]] 1, wherein the context 
comprises a profile for a group of users chosen from a plurality of users. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[21] 1, wherein the context 
comprises a profile for a single user chosen from a plurality of users. 

5. (Original) The method of clann 4, wherein the profile comprises a content 
vector derived from at least one object represented by at least one content pointer in at 
least one selected topical category of objects contributed by the single user. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the profile comprises a content 
vector derived from at least one object represented by at least one content pointer in at 
least one selected topical category of objects contributed by the group. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[2]] 1, wherein the context 
comprises a profile for the plurality of users, said profile comprising a content vector 
derived from at least one document represented by at least one content pointer in at 
least one selected topical category of content pointers contributed by the plurality of 
users. 
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8. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[2]] 1, wherein the context 
comprises a hierarchical relevance model. 

9. (Canceled). 

10. (Canceled). 

11. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[2]] % wherein the searching step 
is performed by a search engine and wherein the ordering step is performed by a 
separate recommendation engine. 

12. (Canceled). 

13. (Canceled). 

14. (Currently amended) A method for searching an information repository, the 
information repository characterized as a topical hierarchical object space, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

establishing a collection of shared content pointers, the shared content pointers 
corresponding to objects contained within the information repository, each contributed 
by at least one user of a plurality of users, the collection organized in accordance with a 
topical categorical hierarchy; 
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searching at least a portion of the collection of shared content pointers in 
accordance with a keyword query; 

augmenting the query with at least one additional keyword derived from the 
collection; 

searching the information repository in accordance with the first keyword and 
the additional keyword; an4 

retrieving at least one of a group of objects, each including content indicia, at 
least one content index matching the query keyword; 

identifying a context within t he collection of content printer?; 

identifying a set of user metrics, th q set of user met rics chnspn fmm a 
c onsisting of a popularity metric, a frequency of access meta> f a recenrv nf m ^ 
ajink structure metri c and a topical categorical organizational metric: 

c ombining a computed match with the c ontext, and at least one of the set of user 
metrics, for each con tent pointer in to a composite measure: and 

ranking the group of retrieved objects based on the composite measure. 

15. (Canceled). 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[15]] 14, wherein the context 
comprises a profile, the profile selected from a group consisting of a user profile for a 
single user chosen from the plurality of users, a group profile for a group of users 
chosen from the plurality of users, and a profile for the plurality of users. 
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17. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the profile is derived from at 
least one object represented by at least one content pointer in at least one selected topical 
category of content pointers contributed by at least one user. 

18. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[15]] 14 wherein the collection of 
content pointers is established by at least one user and wherein the context Is derived 
from the topical categorical organization of the collection. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein the collection of content pointers 
is established by a group of users and wherein the context is derived from the topical 
categorical organisation of the collection, 

20. (Original) Them method of claim 18, wherein the context is passed to a 
search engine as a content vector, the search engine retrieving at least one of a group of 
objects whose content index matches the context. 

21. (Original) Them method of claim 20, further comprising the step of ordering 
the retrieved objects in a ranldng order, the order determined by a degree of matching 
between each object's content index and the context 

22. (Original) Hie method of claim 21, wherein the searching step is performed 
by a search engine and wherein the ordering step is performed by a separate 
recommendation engine. 
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23. (Canceled). 

24. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[23]] 1£, further comprising the 
steps of: 

identifying a group of users comprising at least one user selected from the 
plurality of users; and 

wherein , the set of user metrics are identified with respect o the group of users. 

25. -30. (Canceled). 

31. (Currently amended) A method for generating ordered recommendations of 
content sources from an information repository comprising the steps of: 

establishing a collection of content pointers, the content pointers corresponding 
to objects contained within the information repository, each contributed by at least one 
user of a plurality of users, the collection organized in accordance with a topical 
categorical hierarchy; 

receiving at least one query keyword; 

searching the information repository; 

retrieving a group of objects that each includes a content profile matching the 
query keyword; 

identifying a context within the collection; and 

ranking the group of content sources based on a computed match between each 
object's content profile and the identified context; 
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wher^m the ran W step farther m mp ^ e5 me sb>p of n rdering ft e r Qup „ f 
retrieved content sources in arrordancg wifh ^ o f user ferfmiTWOr , dation 
metrics; and 

wherein, the us er recommendation Priority metrics are chosen from a group 
consisting of a popularity metric, a frequency o f access mPtWr, a recency of access i^ ftrir 
and a link structure metric. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 31, wherein the context is derived from the 
topical categorical organization of the collection. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 31, wherein the context comprises a profile, 
the profile selected from a group consisting of a user profile for a single user chosen 
from the plurality of users, and a profile for the plurality of users. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 32, wherein the context comprises a profile, 
the profile derived from at least one object represented by at least one content pointer in 
at least one selected topical category of content pointers contributed by atleast one user. 



35. (Canceled). 



36. (Canceled). 



37. (Original) The method of claim 31, further comprising the steps of : 
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identifying at least one associate keyword from within the collection; 
augmenting the query with at least one associate keyword derived from the collection; 
searching the information repository; and 

retrieving at least one of a group of objects, each including a content profile 
matching the augmented query keyword. 

38- (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the augmented query keyword 
is derived from the collection context. 

39.-49. (Canceled). 
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